We agree that bone models are useful alternatives to cadavers for testing the strength of surgical fixation. The polyurethane foam models have similar mechanical properties to osteoporotic cancellous bone, with little inter-specimen variability (Fig.) . The Synbone model used in our study was an older model. The nearest equivalent in the current Synbone catalogue would be model number 2422.
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Factors associated with one-year outcome after distal radial fracture treatment
To the Editor: I read with interest the paper by Cowie et al. 1 It concluded that "understanding various factors associated with outcome would help the surgeon to optimise the treatment modality". Such factors include age, pain, comminution, ulnar variance, and carpal malalignment. [1] [2] [3] Anatomy is strongly associated with function. We suggest that osteoporosis is one of the factors affecting outcome for this type of wrist injury. [4] [5] [6] In patients with osteoporosis (a T-score of <-2.5), 43% are at risk of early instability, 39% at risk of late carpal malalignment, and 66% at risk of malunion. 6 The corresponding rates for patients with normal bone mineral density (a T-score of >-1) are 28%, 25%, and 48%. 6 
